October 28, 2011

An Interview with:

KEN BONE
MARCUS CAPERS

DAVE HIRSCH: We have Washington
State coach Ken Bone, and senior guard Marcus
Capers.

COACH BONE: Well, it's great to be here.
Great to be in L.A. Marcus and | being here today
representing Washington State, we're extremely
excited about the upcoming season.

We understand because we've been
asked numerous times what are we going to do
without Clay Thompson and DeAngelo Casto, but
it's a new team. It's a new time for different guys to
shine, and | think we have those players that are
capable of doing that. We're excited about what's
going on right now.

Q. Coach, what do you think it's going
to take for you guys to get back to the Pac-12
tournament this coming season?

COACH BONE: | think we're going to
need to stay healthy number one. We've got to do
a good job of managing our guys' practice time, but
we really need to stay healthy. We're not probably
as deep as a lot of teams in our conference. And
we just need to get better and better as the year
goes along.

We need to peak at the right time. But like
| said, we have some really good pieces. Some
guys like Marcus, Reggie Moore, Abe Lodwick,
kids that have started in the past that somewhat
deferred to a couple other guys last year and the
last couple of years, for the right reasons.

But now they're showing in practice what
they're capable of doing, and if we can come
together and peak at the right time, we'll have that
chance.

Q. Do you have a sense yet of what
transfer Mike Ladd will bring to the team?
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COACH BONE: Yes. Mike Ladd was with
us last year. He transferred from Fresno State
University. He was with us all season, and he
really deserves a lot of credit for where Clay
Thompson is right now.

There were many times in practice where
Marcus has teamed up with Clay, so we need him
to get after Clay physically, and that was Michael
Ladd. Michael Ladd brings an element of
toughness to our team, and experience, now that
he's a four-year college guy, and a little bit of grit
on the defensive end which we really need.

Q. With the loss of Clay Thompson,
who do you see leading your team both
offensively and in the locker room?

COACH BONE: | think in the locker room,
Marcus Capers, Abe Lodwick, Michael Ladd,
Reggie Moore. | see a lot of guys that feel like
leaders and show leadership qualities. On the
court, | feel like Reggie Moore had a rough year
last year.

He fractured that wrist almost a year ago
right now, and he's been able to show in the
off-season this summer what he's capable of
doing. He's also shown so far in the fall in practice
going against other good guards in our program
what he's capable of doing on the offensive end.
And | think he's going to have a very good season.

Brock Motum is also a young man that's
not started for us, but he's a junior, and he's very
skilled. He can shoot it. He can score around the
basket. Not a real athletic young man, but he's
clever, and he knows how to score.

Q. How much of Reggie's struggles last
year were attributed to physical problems or
just the lack of confidence after coming back
and kind of struggling?

COACH BONE: That's a great question.
First of all, it was the physical part, because he
really battled to be given the opportunity to play by
the doctors. He maybe should not have played
last season, but he wanted to be a part of that
team.
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So | don't want to say they gave in, but
they said e okay, here are the consequences, here
are the risks that you are taking, and he went for it.
He's a tough kid. He went for it, but his game
changed.

As a freshman, he was relentless. He was
aggressive, attacking the rim continually. And last
year he rarely did that. We're now seeing that out
of Reggie almost daily. So therefore | think the
mental part played a huge part in how he
performed.

Q. You guys play Gonzaga the first
game. Can you put into perspective how that
works And at state and what do you expect to
accomplish or prove? Because Gonzaga is
pretty much up there right now.

COACH BONE: Gonzaga is up there.
They're very good. They have another nice team
again this season. Yeah, that game is like in about
two and a half weeks, and it's a difficult place to
play.

But | think knowing our players and
knowing how our guys have done the last couple
of years with Gonzaga at least in my experience,
we'll embrace that challenge, and we understand
what we're up against. But it will be a competitive
game.

Q. What have you worked on mostly in
the off-season? How have you improved going
into this year?

MARCUS CAPERS: I've been working on
my ball handling, my mid-range jumpshot. Just me
and Coach Bowman talking and he's been really
striving on me to be more aggressive on the
offensive side. Just to give us something that's like
a hard wire for the team to guard this year. So I'm
pretty much working on my offensive game.

Q. Coach Bone just talked about it a
little bit, but what have you seen from Reggie
that makes you confident that he's a different
player this year as opposed to last year?

MARCUS CAPERS: When he came in as
a freshman, | saw that he was real aggressive.
Last year | felt like he took it off a little bit, and |
know he was favoring his hand. But this year he's
been holding himself more accountable for the few
mistakes he's been making in practice, and just
pretty much being more aggressive, and pretty
much bringing the fight to the person that's been
guarding him.
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Hopefully he'll carry that along in the
season, and if he does that, he's going to turn a
few heads and surprise a lot of people.

Q. I've read a lot about your team and
everybody keeps talking about the departure of
Clay and Reggie. What impact will Faisal Aden
have in his second year? Seemed like he was a
terrific player last year. People seem not to
mention him much. But he's had a year under
his belt, and how has he played and how has
his growth been from the summer till now?

COACH BONE: Faisal had a great
summer. He spent a lot of time in Chicago working
out with some guys and he's come back -- | don't
want to say he's happy Clay is gone, but it does
open up an opportunity for him, because that
young man can really shoot. He can really shoot
the ball, and he's not just a shooter. He's a pretty
good scorer. He finds ways to score that are
sometimes a little bit uncharacteristic.

But he has a chance to put some points on
the board. There are going to be some night that's
he's going to go fair lost points. We see that in
practice, and we saw it the other day in our
scrimmage where can he get on a roll and it's just
one three after another.

So he's a little under the radar probably
because he never started last season, but him
being a senior, and the confidence he has and the
confidence these guys have in him, he should
have a really good year.

Q. You might be the only guy in the
conference that's coached against Larry
Krystkowiak before. Just curious what you
remember from your couple of match-ups and
what you'd expect from his team?

COACH BONE: Larry is intense. He gets
his kids to be extremely intense, and they play
relentless basketball. | mean, they bring it. His
teams at Montana were very well-coached. Him
being a big guy, we kind of thought that Larry
being a big guy, we felt that well they're really
going to dump it down, dump it down low.

But he had an outstanding job of balancing
this team with inside and outside play. They're
going to be a team to reckon with. There is no
doubt about it. They'll be well organized, well
prepared, and they'll bring some serious intensity
to the floor just like when he played.
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Q. Marcus, what player do you think is
the most difficult to guard returning to the
Pac-12 this season?

MARCUS CAPERS: Oh, wow. Well, me
being a guard, I've got a couple people in mind
running off all the screens | did. But I'd probably
give it to Adam Crabb from Cal. He dropped
buckets on us the last time we played them, so he
gets that title as of now.

But it's really difficult with all the screens
being set. So he get it's right now, but it might
change. | don't know. It's the Pac-12, people go
off night in and night out.
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